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our support. The peaceful use of outer
space and cooperation with our friends
and allies lie at the very heart of
NASA’s mission.

The United States has been a partner
and a friend to the Israeli space pro-
gram since its creation three decades
ago. Our voyages have brought us clos-
er together as nations, as partners, and
as friends. Our shared quests for peace,
knowledge, and friendship echo our ex-
periences together on Earth.

But sadness and sorrow have tested
that relationship. Israel’s first astro-
naut, Ilan Ramon, flew to space for the
first time on the ill-fated Space Shut-
tle Columbia. Even though that acci-
dent tragically ended the life of Ilan
and six U.S. crew members, the U.S.
and Israel turned that tragedy into
hope, working together even more
closely.

In 2015, the U.S. and Israel again re-
newed their partnership with another
10-year commitment to peaceful co-
operation in space. That mutual com-
mitment to the peaceful exploration of
outer space has grown even stronger
with the passage of this act under con-
sideration today.

Peaceful space exploration offers all
humanity a common, noble goal, ex-
tending our collective reach further
into the heavens. Reaching farther and
broadening our understanding of the
universe is one of the most important
and honorable challenges that we can
face together. I believe that working
together with our allies and partners
on the peaceful exploration of space is
an essential part of what makes NASA
a vital national asset. This bill
strengthens NASA’s ability to do this
important work.

I am also pleased that the bill in-
cludes a recognition that sensitive and
proprietary information should be pro-
tected.
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Mr. Speaker, I invite all of my col-
leagues to join me in support of the
United States and Israel Space Co-
operation Act.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
1159, the United States and Israel
Space Cooperation Act. The coopera-
tion between the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration, NASA, and
the Israel Space Agency is just one ex-
ample of peaceful international co-
operation that has been a hallmark of
NASA’s approach since its inception in
1958.

In fact, when Congress passed
NASA’s founding legislation, the Space
Act of 1958, one of the primary objec-
tives established for the agency was:
‘7, Cooperation by the United States
with other nations and groups of na-
tions in work done pursuant to this act
and in the peaceful application of the
results thereof.”
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NASA has followed this objective
over the years in a variety of ways.
Since its establishment in 1958, NASA
has entered into over 5,000 original
agreements with international entities,
and currently NASA has over 800 active
cooperative agreements across a range
of disciplines with over 120 countries
and international organizations.

These international partnerships
have led to a range of benefits in sci-
entific advancement, access to sci-
entific data, partnering in exploration,
and sharing the costs and risks of space
missions.

NASA has had a long and fruitful re-
lationship with the country of Israel,
and that cooperative relationship con-
tinues to this day. Current activities
with Israel include the involvement of
almost 200 Israeli schools in the Global
Learning and Observations to Benefit
the Environment, GLOBE, educational
project; collaboration on atmospheric
and climate research; and numerical
cloud modeling, among other activi-
ties.

I think it is also fitting to remember
that the crew of the ill-fated Space
Shuttle Columbia mission, STS-107, in-
cluded an Israeli astronaut, Ilan
Ramon, who, along with the entire
STS-107 crew, tragically perished with
the loss of the space shuttle orbiter on
February 1, 2003.

Israel has shared in the great
achievements of NASA as well as great
losses that have paved the way for fu-
ture space explorers. Their sacrifice
will be held in our hearts as we work to
further space exploration for the ben-
efit of mankind.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
sponsor of this legislation, Mr. KILMER,
for introducing the bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield such time
as he may consume to the gentleman
from Washington (Mr. KILMER).

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this bill, but before I do, I
want to just briefly acknowledge the
members of my community who were
affected by a tragic Amtrak derailment
in Pierce County, Washington, today.
The families of those we lost and all
the folks affected by this are in my
prayers tonight.

Mr. Speaker, on May 25, 1961, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy came before this
body and gave an urgent special ad-
dress. He laid out the costs of sup-
porting the space program and of going
to the Moon, and he said: ‘“We choose
to go into space because whatever man-
kind must undertake, free men must
fully share.”

Today, Mr. Speaker, that journey
continues as we take a vote to for-
malize sharing a space partnership be-
tween our Nation and a close ally and
friend, the nation of Israel.

This partnership began in 1985 when
NASA and the Israel Space Agency
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began cooperating on a limited basis. A
decade later, our Nation signed an
agreement to allow Israeli astronauts
to begin training with their American
counterparts.

In 2003, Israeli Air Force Colonel Ilan
Ramon became the first Israeli astro-
naut. He traveled to space aboard the
Space Shuttle Columbia. It was a 16-
day mission, and the crew of six Ameri-
cans and one Israeli conducted 80 ex-
periments that helped us understand
our place in the universe just a little
bit better.

Tragically, the celebration of this
partnership turned to shared mourning
as Columbia was lost on reentry, but
the tragedy did not stop our shared
journey into space. To this day, we
continue to cooperate, including on
projects everyone benefits from, in-
cluding the Global Positioning System,
and research that helps us better un-
derstand the Sun, and even research re-
lated to our environment here on
Earth.

In 2015, NASA and the Israel Space
Agency signed a civil space framework
agreement to formalize and expand co-
operation in civil space activities.

Mr. Speaker, today’s vote continues
a deep and lasting partnership among
free societies. I have been proud to
work with a number of my colleagues
and NASA and everyday Americans
who know that all mankind benefits
when we explore our universe.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the chairman for his leadership on
these issues and the ranking member,
who has been such a champion in sup-
port of smart policies in the arena of
science, space, and technology. I also
would like to thank the majority and
minority staff from the committee for
the work that they do.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have no further
requests for time. I urge passage, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 1159, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

SUPPORTING VETERANS IN STEM
CAREERS ACT

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I move to

suspend the rules and pass the bill

(H.R. 4323) to promote veteran involve-

ment in STEM education, computer



December 18, 2017

science, and scientific research, and for
other purposes, as amended.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 4323

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Supporting
Veterans in STEM Careers Act”.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) DIRECTOR.—The term ‘‘Director’ means
the Director of the National Science Founda-
tion.

(2) FOUNDATION.—The term ‘‘Foundation”
means the National Science Foundation.

(3) STEM.—The term ‘“STEM” has the
meaning given the term in section 2 of the
America COMPETES Reauthorization Act of
2010 (42 U.S.C. 6621 note).

(4) VETERAN.—The term ‘‘veteran’ has the
meaning given the term in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code.

SEC. 3. SUPPORTING VETERANS IN STEM EDU-
CATION AND COMPUTER SCIENCE.

(a) SUPPORTING VETERAN INVOLVEMENT IN
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND STEM EDU-
CATION.—The Director shall, through the re-
search and education activities of the Foun-
dation, encourage veterans to study and pur-
sue careers in STEM and computer science,
in coordination with other Federal agencies
that serve veterans.

(b) VETERAN OUTREACH PLAN.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of enactment of
this Act, the Director shall submit to the
Committee on Science, Space, and Tech-
nology of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate a plan for how
the Foundation can enhance its outreach ef-
forts to veterans. Such plan shall—

(1) report on the Foundation’s existing out-
reach activities;

(2) identify the best method for the Foun-
dation to leverage existing authorities and
programs to facilitate and support veterans
in STEM careers and studies, including
teaching programs; and

(3) identify a method for the Foundation to
track veteran participation in research and
education programs of the Foundation, and
describe any barriers to collecting such in-
formation.

(c) NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD INDICATORS
REPORT.—The National Science Board shall
provide in its annual report on indicators of
the state of science and engineering in the
United States any available and relevant
data on veterans in science and engineering
careers or education programs.

(d) ROBERT NOYCE TEACHER SCHOLARSHIP
PROGRAM UPDATE.—Section 10 of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization
Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 1862n-1) is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)(5)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) higher education programs that serve
or support veterans.”’;

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(F)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and students’ and insert-
ing ¢, students’; and

(B) by inserting *
the period at the end;

(3) in subsection (c)(2), by inserting ‘‘and
veterans’ before the period at the end; and

(4) in subsection (d)(2), by inserting ‘‘and
veterans’ before the period at the end.

(e) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION TEACH-
ING FELLOWSHIPS AND MASTER TEACHING FEL-

, and veterans’ before
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LOWSHIPS UPDATE.—Section 10A(d) of the Na-
tional Science Foundation Authorization
Act of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 1862n-la(d)) is amend-
ed—

(1) in paragraph (3)(F)—

(A) by striking ‘‘and individuals’ and in-
serting ‘¢, individuals’’; and

(B) by inserting ¢, and veterans’ before
the period at the end; and

(2) in paragraph (4)(B), by inserting ‘‘and
veterans’ before the period at the end.

(f) NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION COM-
PUTER AND NETWORK SECURITY CAPACITY
BUILDING GRANTS UPDATE.—Section 5(a) of
the Cyber Security Research and Develop-
ment Act (15 U.S.C. 7404(a)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘“‘and stu-
dents who are veterans’ after ‘‘these fields’’;
and

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘“‘and”
at the end;

(B) by redesignating subparagraph (J) as
subparagraph (K); and

(C) by inserting after subparagraph (I) the
following:

‘“(J) creating opportunities for veterans to
transition to careers in computer and net-
work security; and”.

(g) GRADUATE TRAINEESHIPS IN COMPUTER
AND NETWORK SECURITY RESEARCH UPDATE.—
Section 5(¢)(6)(C) of the Cyber Security Re-
search and Development Act (156 U.S.C.
7404(c)(6)(C)) is amended by inserting ‘‘or
veterans’ after ‘‘disciplines’.

(h) VETERANS AND MILITARY FAMILIES
STEM EDUCATION INTERAGENCY SUB-
COMMITTEE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy shall es-
tablish a subcommittee under the Com-
mittee on STEM Education of the National
Science and Technology Council (established
under section 101 of the America COMPETES
Reauthorization Act of 2010) to coordinate
Federal programs and policies for
transitioning and training veterans and mili-
tary spouses for STEM careers.

(2) DUTIES OF SUBCOMMITTEE.—The sub-
committee established under paragraph (1)
shall—

(A) coordinate Federal agency STEM out-
reach activities and programs for veterans
and military spouses; and

(B) develop and facilitate the implementa-
tion by participating agencies of a strategic
plan, which shall—

(i) specify and prioritize short- and long-
term objectives;

(ii) specify the common metrics that will
be used by Federal agencies to assess
progress toward achieving such objectives;

(iii) identify barriers veterans face in reen-
tering the workforce, including a lack of for-
mal STEM education, career guidance, and
the process of transferring military credits
and skills to college credits;

(iv) identify barriers military spouses face
in establishing careers in STEM fields;

(v) describe the approaches that each par-
ticipating agency will take to address ad-
ministratively the barriers described in
clauses (iii) and (iv); and

(vi) identify any barriers that require Fed-
eral or State legislative or regulatory
changes in order to be addressed.

(3) DUTIES OF 0STP.—The Director of the
Office of Science and Technology Policy
shall encourage and monitor the efforts of
the Federal agencies participating in the
subcommittee to ensure that the strategic
plan required under paragraph (2)(B) is devel-
oped and executed effectively and that the
objectives of such strategic plan are met.

(4) REPORT.—The Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy shall—

(A) not later than 1 year after the date of
enactment of this Act, submit to Congress
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the strategic plan required under paragraph
(2)(B); and

(B) include in the annual report required
by section 101(d) of the America COMPETES
Reauthorization Act a description of any
progress made in carrying out the activities
described in paragraph (2)(B) of this sub-
section.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. DUNN) and the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE
JOHNSON) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include ex-
traneous material on H.R. 4323, the bill
now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4323, the Sup-
porting Veterans in STEM Careers Act,
is about helping expand veterans’ job

and education opportunities in the
sciences.
The bill requires the National

Science Foundation to develop a vet-
erans outreach plan and to publish
data on veterans’ participation in
science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics fields in its annual Indi-
cators report.

The bill also updates the Noyce
Teacher Scholarship program, its fel-
lowship programs, and cyber grant pro-
grams to include outreach to veterans.

Additionally, the White House Office
of Science and Technology Policy is
tasked with overseeing an interagency
working group to examine how to in-
crease veteran participation in STEM
career fields, including addressing any
barriers for servicemembers and their
spouses.

In the next 5 years, between 1 and 1.5
million members of the United States
Armed Forces will be leaving the mili-
tary, according to the Department of
Defense. Many of these veterans will be
seeking new careers. By a great mar-
gin, veterans cite finding employment
as their number one need when return-
ing home.

According to the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics, occupations in the
STEM fields are projected to grow to
more than 9 million between 2012 and
2022, an increase of 1 million jobs.

Research shows that many military
veterans already have skills and train-
ing that align with STEM careers, par-
ticularly in information technology.
However, research has also shown that
veterans face many barriers as they re-
enter the workforce, including a lack
of formal STEM education, career
guidance, and the difficult task of
transferring military credits to civil-
ian credits.

Our Nation’s veterans deserve every
opportunity to transition to a healthy
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and successful civilian life. This bill
will help our servicemembers to con-
tinue to serve our Nation in many new
ways by filling 21st century jobs and
keeping America on the cutting edge of
innovation.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my friend, Mr.
TAKANO, the ranking vice chair of the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee and a fel-
low member on the Science, Space, and
Technology Committee, for cospon-
soring this bipartisan legislation. I also
salute all of my fellow veterans on the
Science, Space, and Technology Com-
mittee who joined me in introducing
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
4323, the Supporting Veterans in STEM
Careers Act, and I thank Mr. DUNN and
Mr. TAKANO for introducing this good
legislation.

The demand for a workforce equipped
with STEM skills is growing. At the
same time, many veterans developed
valuable technical skills during their
service. We must do more to take ad-
vantage of those skills and increase
veteran participation in STEM careers
if we are to meet the workforce de-
mands.

This summer, I was pleased to see the
passage of the Forever GI Bill, which
extended GI benefits for veterans en-
rolled in STEM degree programs. Now
that STEM degrees are more accessible
for veterans, we must do more to sup-
port veterans during their transition
into STEM degree programs and ca-
reers.

H.R. 4323 directs the National
Science Foundation to report data on
veterans in STEM studies and careers
and develop a plan to increase outreach
to veterans.

This bill also creates an interagency
committee that will examine how Fed-
eral programs and policies can best be
leveraged to equip veterans with the
skills they need to transition into
STEM careers.

H.R. 4323 is a good step toward
strengthening our STEM workforce
and creating opportunities for an emi-
nently deserving sector of our citi-
ZEenry.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I yield such time
as he may consume to the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO).

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman, the ranking member,
for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 4323, the Supporting
Veterans in STEM Careers Act.

I led this bill with the gentleman
from Florida because finding ways to
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improve higher education for veterans
is essential to our economy and critical
to keeping our promise to those who
serve.

This legislation advances the great
work being done by the National
Science Foundation by requiring NSF
to develop a plan to help more veterans
enter science, technology, engineering,
and math fields.

In addition, it requires NSF to report
available data on veterans partici-
pating in STEM fields.

NSF will also be required to recruit
veterans for existing NSF programs,
including the Noyse Teacher Scholar-
ship program, and for cybersecurity-
specific education and training pro-
grams.

Finally, this bill creates an inter-
agency committee to help veterans and
their spouses transition to STEM ca-
reers, including reporting on their
progress.

All of us understand the challenges
veterans face when trying to further
their education, but we have also seen
what happens when former service-
members are empowered to success as
civilians. After World War II, soldiers
returned home to a GI Bill that
sparked an era of innovation and eco-
nomic growth.

By helping veterans enter STEM edu-
cation and research programs, this bill
will help build a workforce that is pre-
pared to succeed in the modern econ-
omy. At the same time, it will drive
some of our best and brightest into
fields where they can make new discov-
eries and create new technologies that
will redefine the world for future gen-
erations.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the oppor-
tunity to work with my Republican
colleague, Mr. DUNN, and I encourage
all Members to support this legislation.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, I have no further
requests for time. I urge support of this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I have no
further requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. DUNN)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 4323, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY
OF THE UNITED STATES—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Armed Services:

To the Congress of the United States:

Consistent with section 108 of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947, as amended
(50 U.S.C. 3043), I have enclosed the Na-
tional Security Strategy of the United
States.

This National Security Strategy sets
forth my guidance and direction for an
America First foreign policy and
charts a path to achieving the goals
and objectives that will make America
great again.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 18, 2017.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 16 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HULTGREN) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

———————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule XVI, I move that
when the House adjourns today, it ad-
journ to meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow for
morning-hour debate and 10 a.m. for
legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the motion.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, this 15-
minute vote on the motion to fix the
convening time will be followed by 5-
minute votes on motions to suspend
the rules on:

H.R. 4375, by the yeas and nays; and

H.R. 3979, by the yeas and nays.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 216, nays
169, not voting 46, as follows:

[Roll No. 685]

The

YEAS—216
Abraham Babin Barton
Aderholt Bacon Bergman
Allen Banks (IN) Biggs
Amodei Barletta Bilirakis
Arrington Barr Bishop (MI)
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